
Friday, July 13, 2007 THE FOOTHILLS PAPER Page �

Bonner’s Party Rental

Not-so-starving artists gath-
ered to show off their talents at 
the Montrose-Verdugo Chamber 
of Commerce Art Walk. The 
glamorous career of a painter 

can often manifest itself after a 
sensible career with dentistry.

“I went to Art Center in the 
‘60s, I made a living in advertis-
ing,” offered Paul Chamberlain, 
a painter from Glendale.

As I made my way through the 
many talented artists that lined 
Montrose’s Honolulu Avenue on 
Saturday, July 7th, it seemed that 
many of the artists-while they had 
all unique talents-had journeys 
to the art world that were similar.

Kendra Page of Glendale 
came back to art after a 25-year 
absence. She returned because, 
as she said, “There’s got to be 
more to life than [work].”

While on one hand I agreed 
with her, I also thought life is what 
makes art. Art is about perspec-
tive. How can you make art about 
life if you’ve only been an artist? 
There’s no way Page’s paintings 
of our beautiful Little Tujunga 
Canyon Road could have the 
perspective that it does if it were 
painted by a person who was only 
a pedestrian of the real world.

While many of the paintings 
were impressionist-inspired work, 
there were also some pop- inspired 
pieces. Michael LaFevve of La 
Cresenta (who also came from the 
world of advertising), had work 
that was taken from his interest 
in western pop culture. I asked 
him about his “Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John and Yoko” piece.

“Aren’t you afraid of going to 
hell?” I asked (my twelve years 

of Catholic School in mind).
“We’ll both see when we 

get there,” laughed LaFevve.
I fully agreed with that.
One of the more interesting 

back-stories was that of Barbara 
J. Carter of Santa Clarita. After 
Carter picked up a math and phys-
ics degree from Harvey Mudd 
College and a PhD in astrophysics 
from University of Chicago, she 
decided to go full-on into art.

“I’ve been doing art all my 
life. I’ve always been taking 
art classes, keeping one foot 
in the door,” said Carter.

Carter has been quite suc-
cessful from the start. She sold 

twelve paintings at her first show.
“I sold a $500 painting today,” 

Carter said.
Apparently you can have the 

best of both worlds. You can have 
health insurance and be an art-
ist. It may take a bit longer, but 
if you don’t make it at least you 
don’t have to live with your par-
ents when you’re 45 years old.

Kendra Page is currently show-
ing at our favorite place to learn 
about horticulture in Sun Valley at 
the Theodore Payne Foundation’s 
California Landscape Show.

The next Montrose-Verdugo 
Chamber of Commerce Art Walk 
is Saturday, September 15th.

by Teka Lark-Lo

Looking west along Honolulu Avenue, one can easily see the sundry 
styles of fine arts brought out for display and sale at the Art Walk.

Be An Artist AND 
Keep Your Day Job

Astro-physicist-cumpainter Barbara J. Carter stands next to two of 
her inspired paintings.

Pictures at An Exhibition: the Montrose Art Walk last Saturday, 
along a vibrant stretch of Honolulu Ave.

Heading east to see what paintings await potential patrons’ eyes.


